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Back to School 
On Wednesday, September 2, Gwinnett County Public Schools will continue its transition to in-person instruction 
for the families who desired that option for their children. On that day, the school district begins the next phase of 
its staggered process for returning students to school as students in 2nd, 3rd, 7th and 10th grade will begin in-
person instruction. Last week, Kindergartners, 1st graders, 6th grders, 9th graders, and self-contained special 
education students returned to in-person instruction.  

Spotlight 
Anthony James, a volunteer with Gwinnett County Public Schools’ 
Community-Based Mentoring program (CBMP) and an employee at FIS, 
spearheaded a school supply drive for Shiloh Middle School. “Every year 
FIS has a back-to-school drive initiated through our Giving Back 
Committee,” said James. “This year the FIS Atlanta African Ancestry 
Network was tapped to facilitate the initiative and we networked with 
James Rayford, a director in the CBMP, to make it happen. Due to Covid–
19, we provided our FIS colleagues with a website and address to order and 
ship supplies directly to Shiloh Middle and we even opened up channels for 
monetary donations. We are thankful for all involved and we are hoping for 
a strong, successful and impactful school year,” James said. The supplies 
will be used to support the CBMP AA Boys & Girls Priorities and new 
students who enroll in Shiloh Middle School. Dr. Tereka Williams, the 
principal at Shiloh Middle, is thankful for the help. “When schools and businesses partner for student success, we 
change not only the lives of students, but also the communities in which we live,” Dr. Williams said. “We truly 
appreciate the GCPS Mentoring program and FIS global for helping Shiloh Middle School continue to Model 
Excellence Every Day!” 
 

A seven-month-old Gwinnett County baby is alive and well thanks to the quick 
action of a GCPS School Resource Officer (SRO). Officers Rhonda Wood, 
Patrick Merriam, and Pedro Medina were at a local apartment complex giving 
away donuts and engaging with residents as part of a community outreach 
initiative when two teenage girls ran up, one holding a baby in her arms. The infant 
was not breathing because something was stuck in her airway. Officer Wood 
grabbed the infant, flipped her over, tapped her back several times, dislodging the 
object blocking her airway. The bodycam video of the incident can be seen upon 
request.  
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L-R: James Rayford, GCPS, David 
Ellison, assistant principal at Shiloh 
Middle, Onessa Teauge, Anthony 
James, Debra Olgesby all of FIS, and 
Dr. Tereka Williams, principal of 
Shiloh Middle. 

 



Despite challenges imposed by COVID-19, teachers in 
Gwinnett County’s Archer School Cluster are excited 
about teaching science this fall. The Cluster has 
embraced an innovative educational pilot called 
AgSTEM, engaging aquaponics, smart technology and 
an impressive line-up of regional partners to enrich 
student learning. Seeded through the Gwinnett’s Soil 
and Water Conservation District (GSWCD), 
AgSTEM introduces aquaponics as the key part of a 
resource-rich tool kit for teaching STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Math) in Kindergarten 
through 12th grade. The classroom-sized systems 
connect fish tanks to growing platforms in a circulating 
system that grows vegetables and herbs without soil. As 
part of AgSTEM, students will also use customized 
smart technology that imbeds coding and robotics to monitor and manage the aquatic environment. In addition, 
Archer teachers are developing instructional material that connects the science to real world issues like food 
security, global resources conservation and human impacts upon the natural environment. 
 
Honors 
Some teachers at Maxwell High School have been recognized for their outstanding work. Chaz Kachmar, a 
welding teacher at the school, has been named the Construction Education Foundation of Georgia's (CEFGA) 
Economic Impact Award winner, and he was presented a cash award from the Atlanta Electrical Contractors 
Association. Linda Minor, an Airflight Operations teacher, was named the winner of the Trade and Industrial 
Educators of Georgia (TIEGA) Carl Perkins Outstanding Service Award. Brandon Myers, who teaches 
Manufacturing, was named the Georgia Affiliate for Engineering and Technology Education’s (GAETA) 
Teacher of the Year. 

A GCPS transportation employee earned honors for 
the work he does with a camera. Russell Adams, a 
GCPS school bus driver, has been named a winner of 
School Bus Fleet’s 2020 Photo Contest. His 
winning photo is titled “The Upsidedown.” Adams 
says he loves to photograph nature in his spare time 
and has published a book of similar photos, “Visions 
of a Bus Driver.” 

The 2020 Vulcan Materials Quarry Crusher Run in Norcross was once again a 
big success for some Gwinnett County schools. This year Meadowcreek 
Elementary, Radloff Middle, and Meadowcreek High Schools will split nearly 
$36,000. Every year people from around metro-Atlanta take part in the charitable 
event, running to the bottom of the quarry and back, sometimes more than once. 
This year’s race raised a total of $53,771.19 that will benefit Meadowcreek 
Cluster schools and other organizations that support children. 
 
Ariella Aye, a 9th grade student at Peachtree Ridge High School, has been named the recipient of the Girl Scout 
Silver Award, the second highest award of the Girls Scouts of the USA. Last spring, as a 6th grader at Hull 
Middle School, Aye used money from a grant to assemble and distribute ready-to-sew fabric mask kits which led 
to the creation of more than 1,500 masks. Many of those masks were donated to the GCPS School Nutrition 
Department as well as to teachers and staff. Aye has also created a series of videos about how to sew and wear 
masks, as well as a video on hygiene tips during the pandemic. 
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https://www.blurb.com/b/9640690-visions-from-a-bus-driver
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLuM8DALzbr4Oz4aQ6K3nLohdUWLqeuAXc&amp;app=desktop


Reagan Patterson, a Brookwood High School senior, won first place in the FBLA National Leadership 
Conference in the Sales Presentation event. She is one of 10,000 students from around the country who competed 
virtually this summer. Reagan is one seven officers in Brookwood's FLBA local chapter. 
 
 
McClure Health Science High School was recently highlighted in a Newschools Venture Fund article which can 
be seen here. The article focused on how school culture and social and emotional learning work to improve 
academic results. 

 

Two GCPS graduates spent the summer learning about business and banking. Gloria 
Ampadu-Darko, a Norcross High School graduate, and Joshua Garrison, a Gwinnett 
School of Mathematics Science and Technology graduate, were among a small group of 
metro-Atlanta students selected for Bank of America’s Student Leaders Program. The 
paid summer internship featured civic engagement, leadership training, and workforce skills-
building. Due to the pandemic, the program transitioned to a virtual format, through which 
students worked closely with Bank of America’s Atlanta leadership and nonprofit partners; 
participated in collaborative, mentoring-focused projects; and worked closely with East Lake 
Foundation to spread the word about the importance of voting. The students selected for the 
program also engaged in conversations focused on social justice, civil rights, how to build a 
more diverse and inclusive society, and gained a better understanding of their personal 
finances through Better Money Habits®, Bank of America’s financial wellness and 
education platform. 
 
 
Nandita Suri, an 11th grade student at the Gwinnett School of Mathematics Science and Technology, has been 
named a member of the Georgia School Boards Association (GSBA) Youth Advisory Council (YAC). The YAC 
was formed by the GSBA to give high school students the opportunity to provide meaningful input to school board 
members. This feedback is intended to aid school board members in their decision-making and implementation 
processes. The YAC Committee is comprised of GSBA staff and will serve as a resource to students enrolled in the 
program. The goal of the program is to help students and school board members achieve 
greater awareness regarding academic programs and school climate. The Mission of the 
GSBA YAC is to serve and enhance communication among students, teachers and 
board members within the state of Georgia. The council advises the board members of 
student interests and provides recommendations on topics ranging from academic 
programs to school climate. YAC members will have the opportunity to enhance their 
leadership skills and contribute to their community by affecting positive change for 
students across Georgia. Not only will these discussions impact the lives of other 
students, but they also will provide valuable knowledge for public education leaders 
around the state. 
 
Collins High School Principal Kerensa Wing, the 
reigning National Principal of the year, had the 
opportunity to speak to U.S. Senator David Perdue 
(R-GA) and State School Superintendent Richard 
Woods recently about the new school year.  
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https://www.newschools.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/EDSS_Insights_3_FINAL.pdf

